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disclaimer

all opinions are my own



Luddism




The Luddites
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textile workers

Northern England

peak 1811 - 1813

frame-breakers




Ned Ludd, aka King Ludd, aka General Ludd

he didn’t really exist...

THIE JLEADER or rae LUDDI TS
D

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ned_Ludd




from cottage industry...

demanding work

30 hours a week

on one’s own schedule

long weekends




.. to factories

longer hours
lower wages

worse quality




.. With child labor

unemployment
unskilled labor

14 hours a day
6 days a week

ctorian_britain/



http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/rmhttp/schools/primaryhistory/images/victorian_britain/

the environmental cost

foreboding plumes
of smoke

and pollution




the original tech bro

“I know nothing about weaving,
but surely it can be

mechanized!” (paraphrased)

- Edmund Cartwright

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edmund_Cartwright




What did the government do?

1802, 1803, and 1806:
petitions to Parliament

1788: Protection of Stocking
Frames, etc. Act

1812: Destruction of Stocking
Frames, etc. Act

army deployed domestically
(35,000 troops)




How did it end for the Luddites?

1813: mass trial at York
14 men executed

“Certain inventions in machinery were introduced into the staple manufacturers of the
north, which, greatly reducing the numbers of hands necessary to be employed, threw
thousands out of work, and left them without legitimate means of sustaining life...”

WE PETITION NO MORE.

THAT WON'T DO = FIGHTING MUST.

S\
\ / ’A
Being a Social Uprising in the Midlands of England between the Years of 1811 and 1813

TO PUT DOWN : SNTI
ALL MACHINERY HURTFULTO delay industrialization

COMMONALITY!

“Misery generates hate; these sufferers hated the machines which they believed took
their bread from them; they hated the buildings which contained those machines;

they hated the m-ani:facture;i who ia:nrii t_huse buildings.” -Charlotte Bronté, Shirley I n S p I r a t I O n
CELEBRATE PEOPLE’S HISTORY

Signed by the General of the Army of Redressers
Ned Ludd, Glork - Redressers for ever Amen,

St more postrs: Jstseeds. o printd by Stumprownprintescom Juns 2014

https://justseeds.org/product/luddites/



https://justseeds.org/product/luddites/

What were the Luddites all about?

collective bargaining by riot

not against tech or “progress”

against extractive capitalism




LLMs




LLMs
harm people

references omitted because they’re everywhere



LLMs
are trained on
stolen data

references omitted because they’re everywhere



LLMs
harm the
environment

references omitted because they’re everywhere



LLMs
are tools to sell

cloud services,
GPUs, and stocks

references omitted because they’re everywhere




You




LLMs will not replace you, capitalists will.

With LLMs,

or with something else.

“Yes, the planet got destroyed. But for a beautiful moment
in time we created a lot of value for shareholders.”




Public outrage works

| used to have stickers

Rage Against the Machine
Learning

design by
https://chaos.social/@overflo/110374436083481073



https://chaos.social/@overflo/110374436083481073

Public outrage works

By using GenAl:

]l accept the models were trained on stolen data.

()1 accept that the data was labeled by exploited workers.

)1 accept the environmental costs of the data centers running these models.

]l accept that | am outsourcing some of my skills to a company.

]l accept these companies don't have a viable business model.

]l accept that | am granting more power to big tech and their vision for the world.
()1 accept that | am granting more power to the United States.

)1 accept that all this effort could have been spent elsewhere.

On the acceptance of GenAl

https://smallsheds.garden/blog/2026/on-the-acceptance-of-



https://smallsheds.garden/blog/2026/on-the-acceptance-of-genai/

books to read
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MERCHANT

HOR OF THE ONE

BLOOD

_BRE ‘AKn\\g

THINGS
OR

MACHINE

THE ORIGINS OF THE REBELLION Z ',";{'HE LU?Uﬂ’ES WERE RIGHT
AGAINST BIG TECH ?B;DUT N/YYOU HATE YOUR JOB



https://www.hachettebookgroup.com/titles/brian-merchant/blood-in-the-machine/9780316487740/
https://www.versobooks.com/products/688-breaking-things-at-work
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